May 4, 2006

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ
The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a workshop meeting on the above date with the following members present: Mayor Kanyuck, Deputy Mayor Visconti, Committeeman Gregory Blaszka, Committeeman Joseph Gurneak, Committeewoman Elaine Emiliani, Township Attorney Michael DiMarco, Special Sewer Attorney Brent Carney and Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi.    

The Flag Salute was repeated

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows: 
"Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Express-Times, Newark Star Ledger newspapers 2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township Bulletin Board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk".

Committeeman Blaszka

· Sewer Issues

Attorney Carney updated the Committee on the following sewer issues:

Wastewater Management Plan – He informed that Phillipsburg is updating their plan.

Sewer Utility Rules and Regulations – Informed that Engineer Finelli is working on appendix “A” to this plan

Sewer Emergency Repair Bid – Previously the Township went out to bid for emergency repair service to the sewer.  The lowest bid received was from Hinkles & McCoy.  Engineer Pryor has reviewed and approved the submitted bid and will recommend to the Committee awarding this bid at the May 18th meeting.

Phillipsburg Easton Honda – They are requesting that the Township in other areas/ businesses exercise the option to buy back-unused sewer to meet their request for sewer allocation of 2,350gpd.

Meter Maintenance agreement – Informed that this agreement has been submitted to all towns for review

Intermunicipal Sewer Agreement with Pohatcong Township – Pohatcong has requested that the township enter into an agreement regarding sewer allocation at the Phillipsburg Inn/Perkins.  Pohatcong is being charged through their allocation for these businesses.

Deputy Mayor Visconti

· Approval of Basket Bingo for PTO/Recreation

May 19, 2006

Committeeman Visconti made a motion, seconded by Mayor Kanyuck to approve basket bingo for May 19, 2006.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Gurneak, Emiliani, Visconti, Kanyuck

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Township Attorney

· Farm Leases 

Attorney DiMarco informed that bids were received for the Hamlen property, D’Angelo property and the North Main Street property.

Sam Santini submitted the highest bid for the D’Angelo property at $80 per acre.

Sam Santini submitted the highest bid for the Hamlen property at $90 per acre

Cliff Oberly submitted the highest bid for the North Main Street property at $20 per acre

Committeeman Visconti made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to award the bids to the above mentioned.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Gurneak, Visconti, Kanyuck

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Kanyuck

· School Budget 

Mayor Kanyuck informed that the Committee was meeting with the School Board to address the defeated school budget.

School Board President Denise Valle informed that 16% of the registered voters in the township voted in the school election.  She stated that this was a very low turnout.  Informed that the school is $331 under the T&E, 3rd lowest per pupil cost for their assigned district, expecting a 5% projected growth with an additional 516 students estimated.

Committeewoman Emiliani stated that she has reviewed the packets and has questions regarding the documents provided.  She stated that information does not provide for all revenues.  Board Administrator Edmonds informed that the revenues are advertised in the section of the budget line 121-appropriated from surplus and line 253-interest income.

Committeeman Visconti informed that he has reviewed the fact sheets provided and stated that the school is listed in the bottom tier, we are below the T&E and to go below that is a risk.

The additional items to the budget would be an additional 8th grade teacher at a cost of $55,000 with benefits, testing at the elementary school level of $3,000, maintenance to front of the middle school of $5,000, improvements to the science labs of $20,000, supplies at $2,000.  Total $85,000.

Committeeman Gurneak stated that he is very disappointed that more voters in the township did not come out and vote at the school election.

Board Administrator Edmonds indicated that the proposed budget of 1.27 is less than in 2001.  She stated that State Aid and Local Aid has stayed level for the past five years.  Informed that all but 2% of surplus was used to offset taxes in this budget.

Board Member Comments

Denise Ritt – she is concerned about the impact on the education of the children.

Anthony Maris – school is main focus of young person’s life, the school money is used wisely.  Stated that this is not a cut year, requested Committee to reinstate the budget.

Victoria Little – Also to reinstate the budget

Maureen Vetrecin – This is a tight budget that was put together and feels that the children are also receiving a great education.  Requested to reinstate the budget

Denise Valle – by reducing the additional teacher out of the budget there is concern about too large of a classroom size of kids per teacher.  Requested to reinstate the budget.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Visconti to open the public comment period

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Gurneak, Emiliani, Visconti, Kanyuck

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Alan Whitcomb – 403 Greens Ridge Road – Stated not to cut the budget, that this was a fair budget.  Stated if Committee cuts out the teacher it is a mistake.  Also stated that next year’s budget could be a big problem with State Aid.  Stated that the Committee should lower the Municipal budget.

Mavis Deery – Teacher, Resident – Stated that by cutting the budget it will affect the 8th grade students and also special education.

Nicole Feenan- 117 Birch Lane – Priceless for education, nothing should be cut.

Jeff Valle – 1121 Monroe Drive – Consider the percentage of the people that voted, requested to reinstate the budget.

Bonnie Boyer – 208 Aldin Road – Stated that budget is down to the bone, keep budget in place, reinstate the budget.

Charles Slavik – Bradford Lane – suggested cutting courtesy bussing.

Ray Tanella – Revere Road – asked the Committee to pass the budget.

Jim Adams – Aldin Road – Questioned the savings of shared services between the township and the school; also need to take a look at courtesy bussing.

Dale Davorne – 6th grade teacher – Stated that Science supplies are limited; she spends money from her own pocket to supply the students.  The budget is tight, asked to reinstate.

Dan Perez – concerned about students not learning enough in science for the future.  Stated that a Scientist came to a recent BOE meeting and informed that the U.S. is importing Scientists from other Countries to meet the needs.  Requested Committee reinstate the budget.

Walter Matuch – 27 Pine Hollow Road – he stated that he hopes the shared services between the township and the school continues.  He thanked Dr. Brennan and his staff for everything that he has done for the children.  He is concerned about his tax money and other residents tax money that they are selfishly asking to spend; he has no problem with educating the children by what is required by the State. He is concerned about the cost of teachers. He stated that 60% of the children in the town are under courtesy bussing which is in fact a babysitting service for the parents.  He stated that the cost for the bussing could be utilized for additional teachers.

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Visconti to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Gurneak, Emiliani, Visconti, Kanyuck

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Gurneak questioned if the Committee failed to come to an agreement and the process is that the budget gets sent down to the State, what happens then?

Superintendent Dr. Brennan advised that the budget would go to the State Commissioner for review.  The budget is placed before the Commissioner, as a full budget there is no consideration for new old positions.  The entire budget comes open for review and the theme in Trenton is reducing spending therefore the budget coming backs would not provide for the level of support for the services that anyone would feel appropriate.

Superintendent of Schools William King stated that Dr. Brennan is correct, when the budget is forwarded to Trenton they open up the entire budget and his advice is that you do not want to do that.  He stated that they fight so hard for local control and he advised that the Committee should come to some kind of agreement.  

Mayor Kanyuck asked if anyone would like to make a motion to reinstate the budget.

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Mayor Kanyuck to reinstate the budget.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Visconti, Kanyuck

Opposed:

Gurneak, Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED ---- Resolution 2006-31

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion to reinstate the supplemental questions regarding the additional school nurse.  Motion was made, there was no second, and motion dies.

As there was no further business, Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Visconti to adjourn the meeting.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Gurneak, Emiliani, Visconti, Kanyuck

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk
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